CHAPTER IX

THE WAR  OF   1812  AND  THE  NEW WEST

THE spring of 1812 thus found the back country
in a turmoil, and it was with a real sense of relief
that the settlers became aware of the American de-
claration of war against Great Britain on the 18th
of June. More than once Governor Harrison had
asked for authority to raise an army with which
to "scour" the Wabash territory. In the fear
that such a step would drive the redskins into the
arms of the British, the War Department had with-
held its consent. Now that the ban was lifted, the
people could expect the necessary measures to be
taken for their defense. In no part of the country
was the war more popular; nowhere did the mass
of the able-bodied population show greater eager-
ness to take the field.

According to official returns, the Westerners
were totally unprepared for the contest. There
were but five garrisoned posts between the Ohio
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